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Brief Overview – Public Education in Florida

1996 Florida legalizes charter schools

1998 Florida creates FCAT standardized testing

1999 Under Bush, Florida legalizes Opportunity 
Scholarship Program vouchers and McKay 
Scholarship for students with disabilities 

2002 Class Size Amendment in Florida Constitution 
wins voter approval, litigation over class size begins 

2003 Florida begins appointing education 
commissioners 

2006 High-water-mark of education funding: 
$7,400/student; ranked 23rd nationally 

2007 Per pupil funding was $7,300; reduced to $7,000 during a 
special session and was reduced again to $6,844 later that year

2008 Voters passed Amendment I, which decreased property 
tax revenues. The legislature also lowered the millage for 
school capital projects from 2.0 to 1.75 and then to 1.5. 
Projected cuts equal $9.3 billion over five years

2009 Property tax values plummet driving FEFP down to 
$6,400 ($10k national average); Stimulus money helps 
districts balance their budgets.

2010 FEFP up to $6,873; FL legislature shifts more to property 
owners, (51% paid by State, 49% paid by local property owners)

2011 Federal Stimulus money runs out.  This is the 
beginning of serious funding issues



After financial crisis, funding increases marginally









Charter legislation continues - strong push toward 
privatization 



Hillsborough County 2012 and Beyond

2012 Gates Grant 
tied to Common Core; 
teacher coach system 
begins 

2015 Gates Grant goes bad; 
Gates Foundation fails to 
pay $20 million to district; 
Private consultant Gibson 
submits report that serves as 
basis to cut and privatize 
services 

2016 other districts 
seek millage and 
additional taxes;  HC 
doesn’t

2015 – district fires 
superintendent

2018 Hillsborough finally 
seeks a half-cent sales 
surtax referendum which 
provides in excess of $130 
million/year to be spent on 
capital projects

2020 new 
superintendent and 
covid, cuts in 2021





Financial Condition of the District

https://www.baynews9.com/tampa/news/2021/04/23/state-watching-as-hillsborough-school-board-convenes-for-emergency-meeting?firebaseString=true&cid=a
pp_share

https://www.baynews9.com/tampa/news/2021/04/23/state-watching-as-hillsborough-school-board-convenes-for-emergency-meeting?firebaseString=true&cid=app_share
https://www.baynews9.com/tampa/news/2021/04/23/state-watching-as-hillsborough-school-board-convenes-for-emergency-meeting?firebaseString=true&cid=app_share


• Charter School Research Project

o Compilation of irrefutable facts; past grades, services offered to children

Holding Charters Accountable



How to Build 
Coalitions

Research, Research, 
Research
Understand relationships

Build Relationships

Get everyone to speak up

Handling nay-sayers



Advocacy In Action

Why do we have continued success? 
1) Advocacy on a federal level

Federal - Federal 
Congresswoman Kathy Castor 

presenting the Castor 
amendment on the House floor 
– signed into law April 2022!! 

Federal – Constant social 
media/Twitter campaigns towards 

US Secretary of Education 
Cardona and other federal officials 

to bring awareness to FL

Federal – In Sept 2021, Rep. 
Castor held roundtable around 

ESSER fund release and 
application for federal food 

assistance; within days $820M in 
funds were applied for at state 

level



Continued Success, cont.

2) Advocacy on a State Level 

State – As a direct result of an email and 
call campaign, the FL State Board of 

Education amended an administrative 
rule that would have increased 

concordant scores for the Florida 
standards assessment; increased scores 

would have affected 25% of seniors in 
the class of 2022



Continued Success, cont.

4) Involve membership with action alerts
� Mid 2021: Email and call campaign led to release 

of ESSER II dollars to Hillsborough County 

� Fall 2021: Citizens Advisory Committee formed to 

oversee district budget decisions and provide 

transparency

� Spring 2022: putting together campaign for 

ESSER III release 



Continued Success, cont.

5) Build strong relationships with trusted local and national media sources












